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In 1973, Barb and I joined Operation Mobiliza-

tion for a short-term mission trip to Mexico. In 

1975, after specialized training at Moody Bible 

Institute in Chicago, we were accepted as “faith” 

missionaries with Open Air Campaigners. This 

is what I said in one of our first prayer letters 

back then: 

“We are thankful for the privilege to 

share with you again, sensing our responsi-

bility before God. I am convinced that we as 

individuals and a whole nation become cal-

lous to the hard, raw truth of God‟s Word. 

While the various media manipulate the attention of the public toward the outward 

and materialistic, the unseen realities of the spiritual realm are ignored. 

“We are grateful for the opportunity to share with you what is happening with our 

family. „Life‟ is mainly personal relationships with each other and ultimately with 

God Himself. Our desire is that you will become more and more aware of Him and 

His purposes for your life. The scriptures teach clearly: „If He died for all, then they 

which live should not anymore live unto themselves, but unto Him, which died, and 

rose again!‟ 2 Cor. 5:15” 

Nothing has changed! Now, 37 years later, we feel the same. What about you? Have you 

fixed your priorities and goals in life to actually put Him first and make Him known? With 

vicious attacks and distractions, we are anchored in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

stand with Him alone who said “I am the way, the truth, and the life!” (John 14:6) and 

whether it is 37 years or 370 years, “He is the same yesterday, today and forever.” That is the 

passion, purpose, and priority of Heartland International Ministries. We have multiplied our-

selves—hundred-fold—around the world, but only because someone like YOU invested in 

our lives and ministries. Thank you again, and again for what that means to us and to many 

others. God bless you “beloved.”             

  -Fred Kornis, Executive Director, H.I.M. 

10th Anniversary edition 

“HE MUST INCREASE... 
I must decrease…” 

John 3:30 

As we marked our 10 year anniversary of the founding of Heartland 

International Ministries this year, I want to take this time to say 

"thank you" for standing behind us with your prayers and your fi-

nancial support We have said it many times before, but we could 

not have continued in this ministry without your part on our team. 

It is vital...and continues to be so crucial as we press on into 2012. 

Our HIM Ministry Center is the service center for our many PALS 

around the world, as well as our USA staff. "...the harvest is plenti-

ful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of 

the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest." Matthew 9:37-38 

ESV. (Vicky has worked faithfully behind the scenes for over 30 

years. She needs new supporters at this time — would you be her partner?) 



FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
God 

created this 
earth and every-
thing in it. In doing 
so He, created the 
seasons we experi-
ence as the natural 
heartbeat of crea-
tion. Each season serves its purpose 
and is distinct. Depending on where you 
live, some seasons may be longer but 
all contain days of sunshine and storms.  
Our lives – family, vocation, interests, 
etc. - have similar seasons as do our 
personal and professional ministries. As 
the revelation of God changes and 
sanctifies our hearts, we’re given the 
opportunity to walk into new areas of 
relationship with Him and those around 
us. Heartland International Ministries 
also ebbs and flows under the seasonal 
effects I’ve just described. 
This year has been a continuation of 
the season of God’s blessing upon HIM 
and is a marvelous testimony to God’s 
goodness. I expect this season of God’s 
goodness to continue for some time as 
we continue to press into Him and seek 
His presence. Jeremiah 29:13 is a 
promise I personally stand upon and 
base my statement on. Some highlights 
include: 

 HIM sponsored and completed 7+ 
mission trips 

 2011 marked 10 years of HIM 
ministry (Wow!) 

 We added an operations position 
to manage day to day operations 
of HIM 

 Fred was able to take a 10-week 
sabbatical 

 Your continued generosity is allow-
ing thousands of lives to be 
changed 

 Many practical improvements at 
the HIM Center 
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We’re also wrapping up several seasons, and 
beginning others, at HIM. 1) Jack Houghton’s 
season at HIM to help Fred with operations and 
administration ended in October.  I want to thank 
Jack for the work he did, and the margin he pro-
vided Fred this year, and wish him well in his 
future endeavors. Because of Jack’s time at HIM, 
Fred was able to step away from daily activities 
and take his leave this summer. 2) The situation 
with the IRS has been resolved and we’ve com-
pleted their necessary paperwork to continue to 
comply with their filing requests.  The paperwork 
we filed not only cost us thousands of dollars a 
year, but more importantly it puts at risk our part-
ners in sensitive areas of the world. 3) I will be 
stepping down as Chairman at the end of this 
year. 
I consider it an honor and privilege to have 
served HIM the last three years, walking with 
Fred and the HIM organization, both here and 
abroad. I hope my tenure has left the organiza-
tion in a better place than when I joined and I 
believe it’s time for others to step in and guide 
and steer HIM through the next season. I depart 
because I’m transitioning into a new season 
where I will have far less time to devote to serv-
ing as Chairman and the Board of Directors due 
to a change in vocational direction. I pray the 
new leadership has the bandwidth and capacity 
to devote to this organization that it deserves. 
My final prayer for the organization and each of 
you: May you live and operate out of the freedom 
and victory Jesus gave us as a result of his rich 
sacrifice on the cross. The price He paid for us is 
far too high for us to continue to live a ―safe‖ and 
―quiet‖ life. We’re called to walk in the power and 
authority Jesus imparted upon us so we can 
operate with the full potential God created in 
each one of us. Jesus prayed ―…your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven‖. May heaven invade your life, and 
transform every aspect of your life on this earth. 
 
   -Jon Umsted 

SPECIAL GIFTS In Memory of: 
 

John Croney ï Maryland 

 - by Roberta Croney 

John Foehrkolb - Maryland 

 - by David & Deborah Bingham 

Mary K. Graver ï New Jersey 

 - by Janice Graver 

Dorothy Kibler - Maryland 

 - by David & Deborah Bingham  

Gary Massey - Kansas 

 - by Suzie Nairn 

Charles Masters ï Maryland 

 - by Mr. & Mrs. Brian Sweeney 

Fred McRae - Florida 

 - by Phyllis Masters 

- by Fred & Barbara Kornis 

Doris Sechrest - Kansas 

 - by Vicky Rogers 

    - by Roger & Anita Staley 
    - by Dennis Matthews 

Gene Stephens - Kansas 

 - by Roger & Anita Staley 
- by Jim & Joyce Bales 

Carl Tripp - Kansas 

 - by Roger & Anita Staley 

Larry W. Wallis - Kansas 

 - by Delmar & Sharon Yarrow 

Joe & Virginia Weimer - Florida 

 - by Janet Altman 

James Sr. & Mina Whitmer - Texas 

 - by Kim Whitmer 
 

SPECIAL GIFTS In Honor of:  
 

Bill Heymann - Maryland 

 - by Ray & Joyce Lins 

Fred & Barb Kornis - Kansas 

 - by Stephen Maczko 

Your gifts help provide... 
 

$10 - Chickens, literature, books, Bibles 

$25 - Mosquito Nets, monthly sponsorships 

$50 - Blankets, clothes, shoes, cots, goat, pastor monthly sponsorships 

$250 - Water Buffalo, Cow, child sponsor for a year 

$500 - Sponsor a pastor for a year, PA system/instruments 

$1000 - Scooter, Generator 

$1800 - Motorcycle, village church building 

$5000-$10,000 - Land purchases 

$5000-$10000 - Vehicles, land purchases 

Congratulations to Anita & Wal-

ter for their wedding! They serve 

as PALS in Austria and Croatia. 

Please encourage them at  

anitavaljak@gmail.com 



NEWS FROM INDIA 

Katie Tucker (Intern — India) 

There is a point when you go on a mission trip when it hits you that you’re not supposed 

to just be the smiling American, who comes and takes pictures and says “Jesus loves 

you,” you’re there to pour out every ounce of your being into these people, give until you 

have nothing left and then give a little 

more. Sometimes its very easy to get into 

the “mission trip” mode of just going and 

being there, but there is a difference in 

being there and completely diving in with 

faith and putting aside all your worries, 

needs, and wants for awhile. 

       I think my favorite, but also most 

heartbreaking part of these meetings, was 

praying for the people when Fred and I 

were finished. They would surround and line up around us, each one wanted to be sure 

and have us pray for them. Some would bring children they wanted us to pray for, or 

bring oil to anoint them with. Some would grab our feet and not let go, or touch our feet 

and then their heads. By this description you may think it was overwhelming, but I found 

it to be quite the opposite. As I prayed for one or two ladies at a time, all the others just 

seemed to fade away and it was just me, and the person I was praying for. Even though I 

didn't speak their language, while I was praying for them I felt more connected with each 

one individually than I have ever connected with anyone before, and when I was done I 

felt like each lady was a life-long friend and we had something special in common. The 

only possible explanation for this is we were speaking the universal language of the 

love of Christ.  

       I so badly wanted to have time to pray for each one and their needs in particular, and 

just sit with them all day and talk, but we had a tight schedule to keep up to be able to 

reach everyone we possibly could. Each time I left one of these meetings I felt like I was 

leaving a big group of close friends behind... such amazing women of God! These people 

were so hungry for prayer! Even as we were walking towards the car to leave they were 

following us grabbing our hands in hopes we would stop and pray for them and with them. 

In my heart I just wanted to camp out at each place and pray with them as long as they 

wanted, I was so torn to not have more time with them. . . 

 

To follow Katie‟s journey, go to  

carryingthelight4him.blogspot.com. 
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Theo S. (India) 

I do not have enough kind words to 

thank you and HIM for the funds you have 

sent. Our brothers at the school were able to 

buy a motorcycle today. They are so happy! 

This bike helps 10+ students and staff to 

shop for the school and hostel; visit family, 

churches, friends, and other programs; and 

with evangelism. We are trusting God to 

provide a bigger vehicle in the future. For 

now, on behalf of our school, I would like 

to say a big thank you to HIM. We praise 

God for the blessing of your partnership. 

May the good Lord continue to use you all 

as a channel of blessing. 

P.K. M. (India) 

It was great to have your team visit us 

recently. By God’s grace, and with your 

great support through H.I.M., we distrib-

uted mosquito nets and milk to people in 

the slums, and rice to people with leprosy. 

They all say thank you very much for 

all that you have done for them, and for 

your prayers. We are praying for the school 

and the funds to run it, which costs about 

$400 each month. I appreciate your prayers 

for them and this project.  



NEWS FROM PHILIPPINES AND HEADQUARTERS 

Erl R. (Philippines) 

I'm planning again to give 15 sacks of rice this 

Christmas for the faithful church workers and 

make this Christmas a blessed one for our soul 

winners, disciple-makers, and church workers. 

Definitely, we will include the widows as God 

commanded us in James 1:27.  

We have been caring for the widows and the 

orphans through the years and God has been good 

to us. Thank you for your partnership with us. 
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Book review of Their Blood Cries Out by Paul Marshall: 
 

“And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother‟s keeper? And he said, 

What has thou done? The Voice of thy brother‟s blood crieth unto me from the ground” Genesis 4:9-10 (KJV) 
 

This book, although written in 1997, sheds much light on the kind of issues we’re dealing with now. Paul Mar-

shall writes about the persecution of Christians all around the world, and how people are ignoring it. Through 

anecdotes, statistics, and raw data, Marshall paints of horrific picture of those suffering for Christ in the present 

age. First, he focuses on the top 5 most dangerous countries for a Christian to be—places where Christians can’t 

vote, work, be witnesses in trials, hand out Bibles, wear crosses, or even utter a prayer. As Christians, we know 

that Christianity is still spreading, regardless of legal limitations.  However, this is sometimes deadly. H.I.M. is 

involved in many of these areas. 

       After the top 5 “fear” countries are analyzed, then Marshall goes on to delve into friction and fragmentation 

zones, places where Christianity is severely restricted. Perhaps the most profound thing from Their Blood Cries 

Out is when Marshall talks about how the “civilized”  nations are ignoring all of this oppression. We know the 

devil is at work in the world, persecuting God’s children, allowing it to be deafeningly ignored, but we also 

know that God is stronger, wiser, and has a plan. I highly recommend this book to those who want to know the 

truth about modern-day Christian sufferings. 

        -Danielle Bergey, Volunteer 

Oh the wonder of it all.  God...the infinite eternal 

perfect One... becoming FLESH and dwelling among 

us! This never ceases to stir my soul with wonder. 

Then to give the gift of all gifts - in "Himself" -  as a 

holy sacrifice for our sins on the cross -  to absolutely 

free us forever from the condemnation and eternal sepa-

ration we deserve 

and then to rise from the dead in complete victory 

from all sin and death not only for Himself - but sharing 

all of this glory and wonder with us who simply believe 

and trust in Him... WOW!!?? 

"Joy to the world the Lord is come...let earth receive 

her King...let every heart prepare Him room... and 

heaven and nature sing... and heaven and nature sing... " 

THIS IS OUR LIFE, MESSAGE, WORK, GIFT 

AND MINISTRY... YEAR AROUND IN 

H.I.M.....    so   "Merry Christmas!" 


